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these matters should be dispassionate and efforts for adjustment 
should be based upon reason rather than upon sentiment. To show 
exactly how this can be done the author has directed his attention 
to such questions as citizenship, and patriotism, the producer and 
the consumer, the Negro and his church, and educational assets. 
The question is further treated under such captions as race con- 
sciousness, health and economics, tuberculosis a great waste, rent 
and ownership, and business development. The book closes with 
observations on racial grouping, political status, and the follies of 
prejudice. 

Darkwater. By W. E. B. DuBois. Harcourt, Brace and Howe, 

New York, 1920. Pp. 276. 

This work is a collection of essays by the well-known author of 
Souls of Black Folk, The Philadelphia Negro, The Suppression of 
the African Slave Trade, and The Negro. The aim of the work is 
to show that the Negro problem is essentially connected with the 
problem of work or wages or education and government which, 
when solved, will mean also the solution of the race problem. To 
give his point of view, the author, therefore, describes his child- 
hood, training, and outlook on the world as a Negro. To show the 
"vast emotional content of the social problem, he has inserted be- 
tween the chapters, bits of poetry and fancy which interpret the 
bewilderment, the disappointment, the longing and the faith of 
millions of men. The work ends with a brief philosophy of duty 
and death and a story and a hymn looking toward human unity. 

This book, therefore, follows the trend of thought characteristic 
of Dr. DuBois. As in the beautifully written essays entitled Souls 
of Black Folk he has here put himself forward as a person repre- 
sentative of millions of black men seriously suffering from social 
proscription. Although his contention that the race problem is 
interwoven with the economic problems of the country is presented 
as the reason for directing more attention to this problem, the 
author does not treat the race question from an economic point of 
view. This has been the defect of the historical works which Dr. 
DuBois has written. He is at best a popular essayist with a bit of 
poetic genius. In all of his discussions of the race problem his 
mind has not as yet been adequate to the task of scientific treatment 
of the question. The Suppression of the African Slave Trade is a 
literary compilation or digest of State and national legislation to 
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curb an evil, but it does not exhibit any relief or a unifying influ- 
ence. The Philadelphia Negro is an ordinary report on social condi- 
tions which a local secretary of the Urban League could now compile 
in almost any large city in about three or six months and his The 
Negro is merely a summary of a number of popular works setting 
forth such history of Africa as a few travellers have been able to 
learn from the outside. It is hoped, therefore, that Dr. DuBois 
will take his task more seriously that he may finally write a schol- 
arly economic treatise in this long neglected field. 



